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(Formerly Club Car of Sun City/Ray’s Golf Carts)
Your one-stop-shop for all your golf cart needs in

 and around Sun City Center       

1651 Sun City Center Plaza
Sun City Center (near SCC Post Office)

813-634-6646
W W W. PA R T S N C A R T S . C O M

Sun City Center’s ONLY 
factory authorized 
dealer for Club Car, 

MadJax X-Series and 
ICON EV

●  We Service and Repair All Major Brands

●  Full Line of Parts & Accessories

●  Trade-Ins Welcome

●  Local Pickup & Delivery

●  Financing Available

●  Over 50 Years of Combined Experience
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813-634-3347
101 Trinity Lakes Drive 

Sun City Center, FL 33573
www.SunTowersRetirement.com

ALF License #4991

SunTowers
Retirement

Where Couples Stay Together
and Singles Find Friends

Enjoy your retirement years
together with activities ranging
from playing cards to fishing in

Sweetheart Lake.

Call for information today!

• Independent and Assisted Living
• Memory Care

• Skilled Rehabilitation
• Choose from 9 Floor Plans

75 TAMPA
28 Miles

South Bay
Hospital

23 Miles
BRADENTON

Sun City Center Blvd
(SR 674)

101 Trinity Lakes Dr.

HCA Florida South 
Shore Hospital

SOLDSOLD

WIMAUMA
WIMAUMA

SOLDSOLD

APOLLO BEACH

APOLLO BEACH

SOLDSOLD

RIVERVIEW
RIVERVIEW

SOLDSOLD

ZEPHYRHILLS

ZEPHYRHILLS

SOLDSOLD

SUN CITY
SUN CITY

SOLDSOLD

NEW TAMPA
NEW TAMPA

PROFESSIONAL REALTOR®, MBA, GRI, SRES
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida Realty

Award Winning Brokerage | International 
Exposure | Educated Realtors

JANICE WARRINGTON
813-787-7741813-787-7741

YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
SOUTHSHORE REALTOR SOUTHSHORE REALTOR 

WITH REGIONAL EXPERIENCEWITH REGIONAL EXPERIENCE

No Matter 
Where it is, 
Consider it 
SOLD!
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Sun City Center is a wonderful commu-
nity in which to live, work and play. Even 
so, at times it is very frustrating to navigate. 
There are an estimated 15,000 cars, 11,000 
golf carts, and 2,000 bicycles within our 
community. This does not include the sur-
rounding areas of Wimauma and Ruskin, 
whose residents come to the area for com-
merce. With that in mind, we all need and 
want voluntary compliance with traffic laws 
to reduce incidents, accidents and injury.   

MOTOR VEHICLES AND GOLF 
CARTS

The most common traffic complaint is 
the excessive speed of cars. Most road-
ways within Sun City Center are posted 35 
mph, and the roads in Kings Point are 25 
mph.  Fines for speeding begin at $153.00. 
The next most common issues with vehicle 
drivers is their failure to come to a complete 
stop at stop signs and failure to signal. When 

approaching a stop sign, the car or golf cart 
must cease all motion; slowing down does 
not count as a stop.  Another issue is the im-
proper left turn where Rickenbacker Drive 
intersects with Valley Forge.  Beginning to 
turn right, then making a U-turn is a fail-
ure to obey a traffic control device and a 
$153.00 fine.  

GOLF CARTS
Golf Carts are motor vehicles and there-

fore must adhere to all traffic laws, includ-
ing stopping at stop signs and signaling 
their turns.  They even have other additional 
restrictions. They are not allowed on State 
Highways, including 301 and 674. There are 
designated crossings for these highways. 
They are not allowed on the roadways af-
ter dusk or before dawn.  No motor vehicle, 
including a golf cart, is allowed on any side-
walk.  Violations of these laws could incur 
fines beginning at $153.00.

DISCLAIMER
The Greater Sun City Center Golf Cart Handbook covers many condensed and paraphrased points of 

the Florida State Laws and provides safety advice not covered in the laws. This handbook is not a legal 
authority to cite and should not be used in court.
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CYCLISTS
Bicycles have the same right to the road-

ways.  Vehicles must give bicycles a 3 foot 
buffer.  Bicycles must travel the same di-
rection as traffic. Bicycles can be ridden 
on sidewalks, but they must yield to pedes-
trians. They can be ridden after dark with 
headlamps and taillights.     

GENERAL PARKING
Cars should not park in golf cart spaces 

because the spaces are narrower and shal-
lower.  In addition, it may impede emer-
gency vehicles if a car is in a golf cart spot.  
Because  a handicap placard is issued to the 
individual, not the vehicle, a golf-cart driver 
may park in a handicap spot and display the 
placard on the golf cart. County Ordinance 
makes it illegal to park motor vehicles and 
golf carts on or obstructing sidewalks. Cars 
may park on the side of the road so long as 
they are parked with the direction of travel 

and within 18 inches of the curb.  

WALKING
Pedestrians are allowed to walk on county 

roadways. They must walk against the flow 
of traffic, on the left side of the road, and 
close to the curb. Walkers are encouraged to 
wear reflective clothing so drivers can see 
them more easily. If a sidewalk is available, 
that is the preferred area for pedestrians.  

The best policy is education and volun-
tary compliance; however, the Hillsborough 
County Sheriff’s Office can and does write 
traffic citations for those in violation of these 
and other Florida State Statutes.  Most of 
these traffic laws are covered in the Sun City 
Center Golf Cart Handbook, which is reprint-
ed with updates every few years. 

Contact Community Resource Deputy Jef-
fery Merry if you have any concerns (813) 
242-5515.

813-634-7899 • 4852 Sun City Center Blvd.
(Corner of SCC Blvd. & Hwy. 301 in the Publix Shopping Center)

GOLF CART ACCESSIBLE • www.BoggsJewelry.com
APPRAISALS FOR INSURANCE PURPOSES

World’s LARGEST 
and most recognized 

Grandfather clock maker

Necklaces • Bracelets
Watches • Rings • More

FREE
JEWELRY CLEANING & INSPECTION

WHILE YOU WAIT
With coupon only. Not to be combined with other coupons.

Every day is special with

SCC BLVD. (674)

75

US
 3

01

AAA FURNITURE
Est. 1986

Living Rooms • Dinettes • Bedrooms • Wicker • Antiques

LOW PRICE ALTERNATIVE
The Best Source

For Quality
Used and New

Furniture!
LAYAWAY

& DELIVERY
AVAILABLE

Furniture For Every Need
New & Used • Buy & Sell

813-677-8180
6819 US 301 S. • Riverview
1 mile south of Bloomingdale Ave.
1/2 mile north of Riverview Dr.
Monday thru Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Welcome Back!

NameBrandBedding

�ways Se�ing 
Name 
and Bedding

®
CARDS
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DRIVING IS A PRIVILEGE 
The State of Florida considers the operation of a motor vehicle, any motor vehicle, a priv-

ilege — not a right. It is a right that one must earn by proving that he or she is a proper and 
responsible driver. One must not abuse the privilege or risk losing it.

Sun City Center was granted an exemption by the state legislators in Tallahassee to operate 
residents’ golf carts away from the golf course and on the county roadways within Sun City 
Center. This exemption is, likewise, a privilege, and golf cart users of Sun City Center are 
challenged to show state legislators that the privilege is deserved.

This awareness has become more important as exemptions can be and have been revoked 
when safety overrides freedom. The freedoms allowed under this law are ones we have com-
monly exercised. But as our population grows, more golf carts appear and hazards increase. 
Please drive according to the rules and the state laws. THANK YOU.
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• Gated Community
• 18 hole golf course
• Marina – boat ramp
• 2 Club Houses – 2 pools
• Planned activities
• Over 60 Clubs
• Pickleball
• Movie theater
• Restaurant
• Hair and Nail Salon

h t t p s : / / w w w. s u n c o m m u n i t i e s . c o m / c o m m u n i t y / r i v

Amenities

Community Info
Riverside Club Golf & Marina Community
2550 Pier Dr., Ruskin, FL 33570
813-645-6000
Office Hours:
Mon - Fri: 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM Sat - Sun: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

“WELCOME 
TO THE CLUB.  
YOU’RE NEW 

HOME IS 
WAITING.”

Leagues Welcome . Memberships Available

Call Today to BookYour Tee Time!Call Today to BookYour Tee Time!
2034 Pier Drive, Ruskin2034 Pier Drive, Ruskin
813-645-2000813-645-2000

Riverside
Golf

Check out this 
Cozy Hidden Gem

2550 Pier Drive, Ruskin FL 33570
813-419-4904

FULL FULL 
BAR  BAR  

Most Draft Beers $3.50 
Most Well Liquors and Wines $4



10

From personal assistance  
to working the crossword puzzle  
this is home care.
At FirstLight® the care we provide goes beyond the basics 
of bathing and medication reminders. If you want to  
go for a walk or solve puzzles, we’re there. Let us care 
for you with customized plans that meet your individual 
needs. Because caring for you… it’s what we do best.

SoHillsborough.FirstLightHomeCare.com
813-677-2047

Call us today to learn  
how we can help you  
or someone you love.

HHA #299994250
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$1000
 OFF 

Service Call ($150 or more)

PROMPT & PROFESSIONAL
COMPLETE PLUMBING SERVICES:

Our Location has Changed but our
Heart Remains in SCC

10003 Cowley Road, Riverview 33578

(813) 633-8923
24 Hours / 7 Days Emergency Call

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED • CFC1429356

SUN CITY CENTER
Emergency Squad

Our Volunteers are  here
for you EVERY DAY!

We serve all
Sun City Center Residents 
... including Kings Point 

Emergencies:
Call 634-3800

24 hours a day / 7 days a week

WE NEED YOU

The Squad provides
Basic Life Support services; 

some more serious calls
may require the assistance of

Hillsborough County Fire Rescue

For Non-Emergencies:
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.

Call the office at 633-1411  
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Our community
means the world
to us.

St. Joseph’s Hospital-South is proud to serve our community in 
southeast Hillsborough County and is conveniently located near Big 
Bend Road and I-75. 

We provide:

n Bariatrics program n Outpatient services
n Cardiovascular care n Robotic-assisted surgery 
n Emergency care n And more

We have doctors who can easily connect you to top specialists if needed, 
and you have access to the entire network of BayCare physicians, 
specialists and services. All this plus advanced medical technologies 
and outstanding patient care are just a few of the reasons why  
St. Joseph’s Hospital-South is the better choice for health care.

StJosephsSouth.org

22-2021700-0222
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813-982-0218
www.BuddysRoofing.com

24-Hour Emergency Service
Buddy & Crystal Cheaves, Owners

Lic # CCC1325993
Bonded & Insured

Leak & Re-Roofing Specialists – WE FIX LEAKS NO ONE ELSE CAN!

Free Estimates • Financing Available

We’re On Top of It

$100
OFF

on any job $1,000 or more 
when you mention this ad.

Expires 12/31/24

NEW ROOFS
RE-ROOFS

TILE
TILE REPAIRS

HOT TAR/FLAT DECKS
SHINGLES

VENTILATION
LEAKS REPAIRED
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Important contacts and community information

911 For any emergency, 
call 911 first.

211 This is the community resource number for help with food assistance, 
homeless shelters, counseling for suicide prevention, and all other social 
issues and is answered 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

511
tip411 The Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office has a new tool called tip411. 

Download it to your smartphone or tablet by searching for HCSOSHERIFF.  All 
tips transmit instantly 24/7, and all tips are anonymous.

Road conditions: Call 511 to connect to Florida’s Traveler Information System.

Emergency Numbers

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
Non-Emergency.............................................................813-247-8200

www.hcso.tampa.fl.us
District IV South County Station, Ruskin .............. 813-247-0455
Sun City Center Community Station ..................... 813-242-5515

LAW  ENFORCEMENT
Florida Highway Patrol........*FHP ......................... 813-632-6859 
Crime Stoppers .................................................... 1-800-873-8477

SUN CITY CENTER EMERGENCY SQUAD
Medical Emergencies and Accidents ..................... 813-634-3800
Other Services and General Information ................813-633-1411

SUN CITY CENTER SECURITY PATROL
www.sccpatrol.org ................................................. 813-642-2020 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING - Call 911 if you are in immediate danger.
National Hotline .................................................. 1-888-373-7888
Specialists available 24/7 to take reports of potential human trafficking. All reports 
are confidential and anonymous.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE - Call 911 if you are in immediate danger.
Mary & Martha House ........................................... 813-641-7027
Shelter and transitional housing for homeless or abused women and their dependent children

SUICIDE HOTLINE
National Suicide Hotline ....................... 1-800-273-8255 (TALK)
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“Our Customers Are Our Best Advertisements”

Check the.... ✓✓Quality ✓✓Difference ✓✓Price

www.knoxaluminum.com
knoxaluminum@aol.com

Don’t let bugs drive you indoors...enjoy your patio 
or pool year-round with a screen room

Lic: #RX0057641

Licensed Insured Bonded
Over 45 Years Experience

®

720 4th St. SW • Ruskin 33570
813-645-3529

Glass Rooms • Screen Rooms • Screen Fronts  • Garage Screens 
Pool Enclosures • Carports • Roof Overs • Awnings • Concrete
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THE 2023 STATE LAW SUMMARIZED 
Caution Violating Florida statutes 316.212, 316.2125 or other provisions of the Florida 

state statutes may result in being issued a traffic citation. 
Remember Driving is a privilege and not a right; protect yourself and others by obeying 

the laws and driving safely. The life you save may be your own or a loved one’s. 
Refer to Florida State Statues 316.003, 316.212, 316.2122 for traffic laws specifically 

pertaining to Golf Carts. Refer to 316.061, 316.063, 316.065, 316.070, 316.075, 316.156 and 
all of FSS 316 for other traffic laws.
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VOLUNTEER
3 Hours Per MONTH

The role of the Security Patrol is to 
Observe and Report “suspicious 

activity.” We do Wellness Checks of our 
residents. Disaster Services is also an 

area of service.

Golf Cart Registration into the 
Sheriff’s data base is another service we offer.

For more information visit our website, 

sccpatrol.org 
or call 813-642-2020

or visit us at:

1225 North Pebble Beach Boulevard
Sun City Center, FL 33573

Twin Creeks Assisted Living 
and Memory Care

13470 Boyette Rd., Riverview, FL
www.TwinCreeksRetire.com

813-278-5800

Honoring each resident's past.
Brightening each resident's future!

Assisted Living Facility #13122

833-320-PAIN (7246) 
www.apollopainman.com

720 Cortaro Drive
Sun City Center, FL 33573

R. JAMES WARREN, MD, MS
Board-Certified Pain Medicine
Board-Certified Anesthesiology

We offer the latest in comprehensive 
pain therapies using the most 
advanced, evidence-based 
treatments to allow patients to
LIVE BETTER, FREE OF PAIN 
AND HARMFUL ADDICTIVE 
MEDICATIONS.

• Back & Neck Pain •  Cancer Pain • Neuropathies
• CRPS & Fibromyalgia • Arthritis & Bone Pain

• Myopathies & Muscle Pain • Abdominal and Pelvic Pain
• Spine & Joint Injections • Epidural Steroid Injections
• Sympathetic Blocks • Nerve Ablation & Neurolysis

• Spinal Cord Stimulation  • Kyphoplasty • Workers’ Comp

MEDICAL AND INTERVENTIONAL
PAIN MANAGEMENT SERVICES: 
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1. MOTOR VEHICLE means an 
automobile, motorcycle, truck, trailer, 
semitrailer, truck tractor and semitrailer 
combination, or any other vehicle operated 
on the roads of this state, used to transport 
persons or property and propelled by power 
other than muscular power; the term does 

not include traction engines, road rollers, 
motorized scooters, micromobility devices, 
personal delivery devices and mobile carriers 
as defined in s. 316.003; special mobile 
equipment as defined in s. 316.003; vehicles 
that run only upon a track, bicycles, electric 
bicycles, swamp buggies or mopeds.

2. GOLF CART means a motor vehicle that 
is designed and manufactured for operation 
on a golf course for sporting or recreational 
purposes and that is not capable of exceeding 
speeds of 20 miles per hour.

3. LOW-SPEED VEHICLE means any 
four-wheeled vehicle whose top speed is 
greater than 20 miles per hour but not greater 
than 25 miles per hour, including, but not 
limited to, neighborhood electric vehicles. 
Low-speed vehicles must comply with the 
safety standards in 49 C.F.R. s. 571.500 and 
s. 316.2122.

DEFINITIONS

DOC’SDOC’S
GOLF GALLERYGOLF GALLERY
Golf Club Grips and Repairs

 Located at
Freedom Fairways Golf Course

3932 Upper Creek Drive
Sun City Center, FL 33573

Buy - Sell - Trade 
New - Used Clubs
813-361-3683

docsgolfgallery@gmail.com

Hours:
Mon. – Thurs. 9 am – 2 pm/ Fri. 9 am – 1 pm
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PERTINENT FLORIDA STATE STATUES

316.1995 Driving upon sidewalk or bicy-
cle path

(1) A person may not drive any vehicle oth-
er than by human power upon a bicycle path, 
sidewalk or sidewalk area, except upon a perma-
nent or duly authorized temporary driveway

316.212 Operation of golf carts on cer-
tain roadways:

The operation of a golf cart upon the public 
roads or streets of this state is prohibited except 
as provided herein:

(1) A golf cart may be operated only upon a 
county road that has been designated.
• A golf cart may be operated only during the 

hours between sunrise and sunset.
• A golf cart must be equipped with 

o Efficient brakes
o Reliable steering apparatus
o Safe tires
o A rearview mirror
o Red, reflectorized warning devices in 

both the front and rear.
• A golf cart may not be operated on public 

roads or streets by a any person:
(a) Who is under 18 years of age unless he or 
she possesses a valid learner’s driver license 
or valid driver license.
(b) Who is 18 years of age or older unless he 
or she possesses a valid form of government 
issued photographic identification.

316.2122 Operation of a low-speed ve-
hicle, mini truck, or low-speed autonomous 
delivery vehicle on certain roadways

(1) The operation of a low-speed vehicle as 
defined in s. 320.01 or a mini truck as defined 
in s. 320.01 on any road is authorized with the 
following restrictions:

• A low-speed vehicle or mini truck may 
be operated only on streets where the posted 
speed limit is 35 miles per hour or less. This 

does not prohibit a low-speed vehicle or mini 
truck from crossing a road or street at an inter-
section where the road or street has a posted 
speed limit of more than 35 miles per hour.

• A low-speed vehicle must be equipped 
with headlamps, stop lamps, turn signal 
lamps, tail lamps, reflex reflectors, parking 
brakes, rearview mirrors, windshields, seat 
belts and vehicle identification numbers.

• A low-speed vehicle or mini truck must 
be registered and insured in accordance with 
s. 320.02 and titled pursuant to chapter 319.

• Any person operating a low-speed vehi-
cle or mini truck must have in his or her pos-
session a valid driver license.
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This emergency department is part of Manatee Memorial Hospital. This is not an urgent care center.  
Its services and care are billed at hospital emergency department rates.

Physicians are on the medical staff of Manatee Memorial Hospital, but, with limited exceptions, are 
independent practitioners who are not employees or agents of Manatee Memorial Hospital. The hospital 

shall not be liable for actions or treatments provided by physicians. For language assistance, disability 
accommodations and the nondiscrimination notice, visit our website. 231901305-1936253 8/23

ER at Sun City Center, an Extension of Manatee Memorial 
Hospital, is a full-service emergency department that 
provides care to those in need  24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

Our facility is located at  
16504 S. U.S. 301, Wimauma, FL 33598,  

adjacent to Walmart®. 

813-642-1000

ER at Sun City Center features:
• Care for all ages
• Access 24/7
• On-site physician 24/7
•  Six exam rooms, three rapid  

medical exam spaces and  
12 treatment areas

•  Full-service laboratory and  
imaging services  
(X-ray, CT and ultrasound)

manateememorial.com/er
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The Florida DHSMV Driver’s Handbook 
should be in every home where there is a car 
or a golf cart. Even licensed, experienced 
drivers have momentary lapses. The per-
son who is taught to be cautious with their 
250-horsepower sedan gets into their three-
to-ten-horsepower open golf cart and lets 
their guard down. The most experienced driv-
ers ignore stop signs, fail to signal at turns, 
drive in the wrong lane and back up without 
looking. There is a suspension of operator 
awareness because the speed is low and, 
therefore, the perceived injury risk is lower. 
Golf cart owners without automobile experi-
ence are at extra risk. They have not learned 
the rules of the road for autos; they have not 
developed an involuntary signal response 
when they plan to turn or stop; they have not 

had experience with crisis situations. 
To focus attention where most danger 

lurks, consultations have been held with ex-
perts from the Florida Highway Patrol, the 
Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office, golf 
cart industry experts, along with various in-
surers. It was through this research and col-
laboration that the Sun City Center Golf Cart 
Handbook was created.  

THE HONOR SYSTEM 
Golf cart drivers in this community op-

erate on what may be called the “honor 
system.” Whereas auto drivers must take a 
four-part examination to determine whether 
they are fit to drive (road signs, vision, road 
rules and driving), golf cart drivers need no 
official certification or tests. Moreover, golf 

SUN CITY CENTER 
GOLF CART HANDBOOK

Sun City Nail

813-633-6303
4848 Sun City Center Blvd., SCC

(Publix Plaza)
Mon. - Sat. 9 am-7:30 pm

Sun. 11 am - 5 pm

$5 OFF WITH PURCHASE OF $50
(with coupon . not to be combined with other discounts)

PEDI/MANI SPECIAL (BASIC) $43

Come ~ Relax ~ Enjoy
• Quality nail care for everyone
• Professional, friendly & clean

Walk-ins 
welcome

Dr. Naumann J. Hafeez
Internal Medicine

Sunhill Medical Center
Proudly Welcomes

to our practice
Dr. Naumann J. Hafeez will be joining Dr. Javed Hafeez
and Dr. Burhaan Ahmad as an internal medicine physician  on
September 7, 2021.  He is happy to be coming “home” where he has 
many ties to the community as he was born in Brandon and raised in 
Apollo Beach.  He graduated from the University of South Florida 
Morsani College of Medicine and completed his residency at Advent 
Health in Orlando Florida.

NOW Accepting New Patients
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JOHN MOORE FLOORING
(near SCC Post Office)1629 Sun City Center Plaza 

813-633-7116
www.JohnMooreFlooring.com

give another person. He believed in me.”
FREE ESTIMATES
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Independence Day
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 � By LOIS KINDLE
lekindle@aol.com

T he people who work so hard to make the Critter Adoption and 
Rescue Effort no-kill shelter in Ruskin want the public to know 
they foster affection and concern for every homeless dog or cat. But 

due to the tremendous number of stray, neglected, abused and unwanted 
animals throughout Hillsborough County, the small, no-kill shelter in 
Ruskin must often say “no.”   

“Every day, people either stop by, email or call, requesting us to take 
in an animal,” said Gloria Blue, C.A.R.E.’s intake/shelter manager. “We 
wish we could accept them all, but we honestly can’t. We simply don’t 
have room. 

Opened by veterinarian Hal Ott in 2001 in a facility built in the early 
‘60s, C.A.R.E. currently has capacity for 35 to 40 cats and kittens and 
a maximum of 16 dogs and puppies. That’s why, in mid-June 2019, its 
then-president, Penny Smith, began a capital campaign to raise $3 mil-
lion for a larger, more modern facility. That effort is ongoing. 

It’s literally heartbreaking for anyone at C.A.R.E. to turn away any cat 
or dog. But there are those is the community who don’t understand why 
this is necessary 

“It’s frustrating for me that people have a misconception about what 
we do here,” Blue said. “There are cases that actually haunt me because 
we had to turn them away.” 

There are a number of reasons C.A.R.E. has limited capacity or the 
ability to accept some animals. Even when it has room, its intake proce-
dures include the following:

• Some large-breed dogs can be problematic. These include pit bulls, 
Rottweilers, German shepherds, Staffordshire terriers and the like. 

“I could fill the shelter with these dogs, but we just can’t do it,” Blue 
said. “There are placement issues. Many residences simply won’t allow 
them.” 

• Animals the shelter takes in must be quarantined until one of Boy-
ette Animal Hospital veterinarians (who provide services at a greatly re-
duced cost) comes to examine, vaccinate, microchip and spay or neuter 
them, as needed. This only happens twice a month, so sheltering these 
pets further limits the C.A.R.E.’s ability to accept new residents. 

• If the animal is a stray, the shelter places a 10-day hold to ensure its 
owner’s not looking for it. 

A ‘no’ from C.A.R.E. 
doesn’t mean its staff or 

volunteers don’t care

GLORIA BLUE PHOTO
Winnie is a senior resident of the Critter Adoption and Rescue Effort no-kill 
animal shelter in Ruskin who has particular tastes in people and doesn’t 
much like other dogs. Once adopted, she was brought back to the shelter 
because a family member didn’t like her, so she will most likely spend the 
rest of her days at C.A.R.E. 

R evisions to the “Student Code 
of Conduct” for Hillsborough 
County public school stu-

dents is under review, including 
new categories to address “vap-
ing” and the increasing prevalence 
of “social media disruption.”

Moreover, there is an emphasis 
on social and emotional learn-
ing and, in a move to address the 
“school to prison pipeline,” civil 
citations will be required for first-
time misdemeanors rather than 
arrests. School officials say this 
is aligned with updated legisla-
tion and state and local discipline 
codes and is likely to decrease the 
number of arrests by 60 percent.  

At a workshop meeting June 15, 
school board members discussed 
the code of student conduct and 

reviewed a report detailing the 
number of behavior incidents over 
a four-year time period, starting 
with the 2017-18 school year.

Overall, sixty percent of the 
364,172 behavior incidents report-
ed occurred during the 2017-18 
and 2018-19 school years, before 
lockdowns and subsequent hybrid 
learning became commonplace 
due to COVID-19 protocols. In 
contrast, 25.05 percent of the in-
cidents occurred in 2019-20, fol-
lowed by 14.53 percent a year 
later.

School officials said the decrease 
in incidents is a promising sign 
and, hopefully, not just a reflection 
of the reliance on hybrid learning, 
which saw many students opting 
to learn at home versus going to 

campus.
 Last revised for the 2017-18 

school year, school officials say 
including “social media disrup-
tion” in the student code of con-
duct would give them another tool 
to battle “the increasing volume 
of disruptions and behavioral of-
fenses related to the use of social 
media.”

 In the code under review, “social 
media disruption” is described as 
the intentional use of cell phones, 
computers, tablets and other digital 
devices “to send, post or share neg-
ative/harmful content that creates 
an adverse impact on a school’s 
learning environment.”

At issue is “insensitive, inap-
propriate, harmful and/or slander-

Vaping, ‘social media 
disruption’ among student 
code of conduct updates

 � By LINDA CHION KENNEY
linda@observernews.net

STEVE JACKSON PHOTO
New postmaster for four South Shore towns based at Sun City 
Center since mid-January is Alonzo Wiggins, left, with Wadi 
Barrios, one of Wiggins’ management staff at SCC. 

 � By STEVE JACKSON
sfjackson10@gmail.com

Wiggins new postmaster now in charge of
Sun City Center, Apollo Beach, Ruskin, Sun City

    The great majority of people,  actually cus-
tomers, in the four towns which he has served 
since nearly the first of the year, do not know his 
name.  They probably do not even know he is 
the person responsible for supervising 168 full-
time and part-time employees who handle their 
mail in the five post offices seven days a week.  
Very few of his clients even realize that since 
mid-January this well-travelled Florida resi-
dent has been “officer in charge” or temporary 
US Postmaster at Sun City Center, Sun City, 
Ruskin, and the pair of post offices at Apollo 
Beach.

   Let me introduce you to  Alonzo “Al” Wig-
gins.  The 49 year-old was appointed to his new 
job with the USPS Jan. 18, 2021, as head of the 
five USPS facilities in the South Shore.  As if 
that is not enough responsibility and work for 
one person, Wiggins also continues to serve and 
to work as the back-up postmaster for  Bartow 
and Alturas in Polk County, his full time as-
signment just before being tapped to head up 
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Acupuncture For Low Back Pain
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Celebrate Resurrection Sunday at a service near you or online. 

See a advertisers for special events on pages 10, 11 and 12, and 

more church news on page 18 and 19.

Lennard takes two, faces three at home in corral

Spoto’s struggles continue in South Shore baseball

FRANCIS FEDOR FOTOGRAPHY • francisfotography@outlook.com

Longhorn Sebastian Munoz is cut down at the plate on a great throw by 

Sumner outfielder Alex Collura (not pictured) and tag by Stingray Garett 

Morgan.

 � By STEVE JACKSON

sfjackson10@gmail.com

L
ennard took care of two 

neighboring high school 

baseball rivals in the South 

Shore last week behind its hot 

bats and strong arms. Now, Coach 

Victor Martinez’ Horns carry an 

improved 4-5 record and winning 

streak into three tough games 

in a homestand this week. First 

up are the Riverview Sharks in 

a mid-week game at the corral. 

The 11-3 Durant Cougars come 

calling April 1 at 7 p.m. Then the 

13-2 Hillsborough Terriers visit 

Ruskin for a 1 p.m. showdown 

with Lennard.

In what could be considered 

a mild upset, Lennard used two 

sophomore hurlers to get the best 

of East Bay last Friday 4-0, on the 

Longhorns’ diamond. The Horns’ 

Jack Mueller and Carter Payne 

combined to shut out the Indians 

on two hits. Meanwhile, Lennard 

banged out 10 hits, scoring two in 

the bottom of the first and adding 

 � By LOIS KINDLE

lekindle@aol.com

R
uskin’s beloved veterinarian, 

Hal Ott, is permanently 

hanging up his lab coat and 

stethoscope today, April 1, as he 

officially retires from the Ruskin 

Animal Hospital and Cat Thyroid 

Center, where he’s worked for 

five months shy of 50 years. 

“It’s been a great run, but it’s 

time for me to do other things,” 

said Ott, 77. “I have so many 

wonderful memories about the 

relationships I established caring 

for pets and their owners. They 

became family. 

“It’s been an enriching and 

rewarding experience,” he added. 

“I’ll be forever grateful to the 

wonderful people of the South 

Shore community.”

Retirement will not be a time of 

passivity for this man.

“My future will be focused on 

philanthropy, including restoring 

old and sometimes historic homes 

in Manatee County; traveling to 

Haiti (for charity work) when 

Happy retirement, Dr. Hal

LOIS KINDLE  FILE PHOTO

After more than 50 years in the field of veterinary medicine, Dr. Hal Ott of-

ficially retired April 1. His notable accomplishments over the years include 

the founding of Ruskin Animal Hospital, its Cat Thyroid Center, the Critter 

Adoption and Rescue Effort no-kill animal shelter and Ott’s Off-Leash Ani-

mal Sanctuary. He will continue his philanthropic work well into the future.
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 � By LINDA CHION KENNEY

linda@observernews.net

M
ore than 14,000 high school 

seniors are set to graduate 

in person this year, with 

ceremonies scheduled to run at the 

Florida State Fairgrounds Expo Hall 

from May 25 through June 3.

The schedule includes ceremonies 

for 27 of Hillsborough County’s 

28 comprehensive public high 

schools. The only school not set 

to have a ceremony this year is 

Sumner, which opened in the Balm/

Riverview area for the first time in 

August. As is the tradition, new high 

schools in Hillsborough open their first year 

without a senior class.

Last year, due to COVID-19 restrictions, 

in-person graduation ceremonies were 

cancelled. In their place, virtual ceremonies 

were held, augmented in most cases by 

creative, makeshift ceremonies that involved 

drive-through goodbyes in high school 

Traditional high school 

graduations return 

with new rules, 

restrictions
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ANA - PNG - FUN - ICTA - NGC - PCGS

WWW.PEGAVAULT.COM

941-725-6100

1/4 mile off I-75, just a 29 minute drive from Sun City

Collector Coins & Coin Collections  •  US & Foreign Paper Money 
Precious Metals/Bullion  •  Gold, Silver, Platinum, PalladiumBroken & Unwanted Jewelry  • .925 Sterling SilverGold Watches (Pocket or Wrist)
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Paying Top Dollar
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nancys remodeling.com
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T his year’s draw to Tampa Bay’s Festival of Lights and Santa’s Village can be summed up in an impromptu seasonal ditty, “candy creation, 

reindeer food station, hayrides and barnyard, lights, sights and ‘smores.”
 In a nutshell, family-friendly sights and activities are the draw to the annual, multi-day festival that kicked off for Thanksgiv-ing and runs through the day af-

ter Christmas at the Hillsborough County Fairgrounds in Dover.“We were here when she was one year old, and now we’re back and it’s bigger,” said David Kohut, at the festival with his six-year-old daughter, Maia, who had just cre-

 � By LINDA CHION KENNEYlinda@observernews.net

‘Festival of Lights and Santa’s Village’ runs through Dec. 26

 f Continued on page 21
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A new retail store unlike any other in southern Hillsbor-ough County will open Dec. 16,  just in time for Christmas. Located at 3818 Sun City Center Blvd., Ruskin, in the same plaza as Home Depot, Beall’s and Fiore’s Restaurant, the Flip Flops Store is a perfect addition to South Shore’s laid-back community.Featuring only “the finest in beach and relaxation footwear,” the shop carries only top-line brands, including Cobian, Oofos, Bear Paw and Oluaki; Reef, Yel-low Box, Scott Hawaii and Tiva; Flojos, Kinos of Key West, Rain-bow, Havaianas – and by Christ-mas, Hey Dude. Birkenstock, 

which expects its retailers to have been in business a full year, is ex-pected to be added in 2022. Depending on the brand, the store’s inventory of flip flops and sandals includes selections for men, women and children. Prices run $30 and up. Before opening day, Chad Johnson, of Minneapolis Minn., stopped in and asked owner Pam Perara if he could look around. A big fan of Oluaki, Perera’s new sign had caught his eye. Although he was already wear-ing a pair, he ended up paying cash for a pair of the brand’s casual shoes.
“They have great styling, they last a long time and they’re afford-

Flip Flop Shops opens in Cypress Village Shopping Center � By LOIS KINDLElekindle@aol.com

BY PHYLLIS HODGES PHOTOS

The SCC Swim Dancers decked their cart with flamingos and took home First 

Place for Groups (Tammy Johnson, Dottie Blanchard).

Together Again theme stimulatescreativity for SCC golf cart parade

E laborately decorated golf carts on a beautiful Decem-ber 4 day brought smiles and cheers all along the parade route. The annual Sun City Center Golf Cart Parade that COVID forced on hiatus in 2020 came back with gusto this year. The “Together Again” theme set the tone for a show of SCC community spirit second to none. Participants vying for prizes included 28 individuals, groups and businesses. Also in the parade were several carts with Hillsborough County dignitaries 

 � By PHYLLIS HODGEShodgespress@gmail.com

PAM PERERA PHOTO 

Pam Perera, owner of the Flip Flops Shops store in Ruskin, can’t wait to 

meet everyone in the community and “free their toes.” The shop carries top-

line flip flops, sandals and more. 
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For more than 5 years, the Vein, Heart and Vascular InstituteVein, Heart and Vascular Institute  has been dedicated 
to putting patients at the heart of our practice. We’ve been committed to delivering 
patient centric approach to  cardiovascular care that resonates in the Tampa Bay, 

Wesley Chapel, and Sun City communities.

S e r v i c e s  /  C o n d i t i o n s :
Echocardiography • Nuclear Testing • Ultrasounds • Pacemaker/ defibrillator

Cardiac catheterization • Peripheral angiography • Vein procedures • Heart disease 
Stroke prevention • Wound Care • Structural heart disease • Blood Pressure Control 

PATIENT-CENTRIC EXCELLENCE 
Our Focus: 1.Cardiovascular Wellness 

2. early detection and prevention of Heart 
disease  3.Treating vein disease 

• Comfortable Environment: Where Your Voice is Heard
• Comprehensive Care: Addressing All Aspects of 

Cardiovascular Health and vein disease

UNPARALLELED EXPERTISE
• Cardiovascular Specialists: Years of Experience

• Cutting-Edge Diagnostics: Accurate Assessments
• Tailored Treatment: Every Patient is Unique

The Doctors with the Big Heart

813-708-VEIN (8346)

  Dr. Fakhri and team were voted TOP DOC for 4 consecutive 
years in the Tampa Bay Area by their peers and community!

Join Us in Prioritizing Your Heart Health!

Because your cardiovascular well-being is our priority, 
we ensure ample time for every patient to discuss their 
concerns. At the Vein, Heart, and Vascular Institute, your 
heart matters, and so do you.
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cart operators are not required to have proof 
of financial responsibility, as do automobile 
drivers. 

Thus, we should feel honor bound to know 
about and comply with driving laws and all 
rules of common sense.

Although the right of the individual golf 
cart driver cannot be suspended, one can be 
cited and fined for violation of Florida State 
Statutes. In addition, the legislature and the 
county can revisit the exemption and revoke 
it if safety is at risk. Golf cart accidents and 
citations are reviewed to ensure the exemp-
tion does not interfere with the well-being 
and safety of our residents. 

GOLF CART RULES 
EXEMPT ROADWAYS

Some of the roadways within Sun City 
Center are “designated” for golf carts and 
thus exempt from FSS 316.212 and are des-
ignated as legal for golf cart operation with-
in certain parameters, see FSS 316.212. The 
roadways exempt can be summarized as those 
roads north of Sun City Center Blvd., from 
Haverford Ave. (the hospital) to E. Del Webb 
Blvd., and as those roads south of Sun City 
Center Blvd., from Kings Point to U.S. Hwy 
301. Cypress Village Blvd from Upper Creek 
to 19th Ave in the designated Golf Cart Lane. 
Of note, U.S. Hwy. 301 and Sun City Center 
Blvd. are not exempt and, therefore, do not 
allow golf cart travel. The legal crossings of 
these two state routes are detailed later. 

NIGHT DRIVING 
Florida state law does not authorize the 

use of public roadways by golf carts at night, 
even if the golf cart is equipped with both 
headlights and taillights. Operation of golf 
carts in Sun City Center between sunset 
and sunrise is a violation of Florida Statute 
316.212.Violators can be given a citation for 
all violations by a law enforcement officer, 
this may result in having to appear in court 
and paying a fine. Again, golf carts are not 

BUY            SELL             BUY            SELL

©2017 BHHS Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHHS Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

A member of the franchise system of BHHS Affiliates, LLCA member of the franchise system of BHHS Affiliates, LLC

Online Support
Digital Appointments

Presentations
Videos

Virtual Showings
Open Houses

H O M E S E R V I C E S

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

www.suncoasthomefinders.com

✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓

NOT ALL DECISIONS CAN BE DELAYED...
... so we’re committed to helping you with this one!

LEADING EDGE 
or HONOR SOCIETY Award

Trudy Province, Realtor
813 416-5058
trudyann@tampabay.rr.com

Cindy Arnold, Realtor
813 410-1406

cindyarnold176@yahoo.com

Winners EVERY YEAR!
Area residents with over
30 years of experience!
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Come see the d i f ference. . .  Come l ive  with  us !

ALF License #AL9553

813.633.7777
cypresscreekALF.com

Virtual Tours Now Available!

Privately owned, Cypress Creek has been operated by our family for 
over 20 years.  We have taken our combined experience and knowledge 
of over 40 years and used it to continually improve the manner in which 
we care for your loved ones. The home-like feeling is exemplified in our 
innovative “peer neighborhoods.” Each one includes tastefully furnished 
private or semi-private rooms and communal dining and living room 
areas. Residents enjoy a comfortable and safe setting with a high 
staff-to-resident ratio resulting in a fulfilling quality of life.

Our staff takes great care in building relationships, participating in daily 
activities, paying attention to the smallest detail, and becoming 
thoughtfully invested in each of our beloved residents. 970 Cypress Village Blvd

Sun City Center, FL 33573

Now Gol f  Cart  Access ib le !
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we care for your loved ones. The home-like feeling is exemplified in our 
innovative “peer neighborhoods.” Each one includes tastefully furnished 
private or semi-private rooms and communal dining and living room 
areas. Residents enjoy a comfortable and safe setting with a high 
staff-to-resident ratio resulting in a fulfilling quality of life.

Our staff takes great care in building relationships, participating in daily 
activities, paying attention to the smallest detail, and becoming 
thoughtfully invested in each of our beloved residents. 970 Cypress Village Blvd

Sun City Center, FL 33573

Now Gol f  Cart  Access ib le !

Experienced • Professional • Responsive
Your Local HOA Management Company

Conveniently located in Apollo Beach

Become a part of the CFAMily today! 

Contact information: 
813.333.1047 • Info@CFirstAM.com
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allowed on the streets of Sun City Center 
at night. Operation at night is a violation of 
Florida state law.

WHERE TO CROSS 
SUN CITY CENTER 

BOULEVARD (STATE 
ROUTE 674)

In Sun City Center, the crossing of Sun City 
Center Blvd. (SR 674) is permitted only at the 
following four locations: 

1. Kings Boulevard / Valley Forge Drive 
2. Trinity Lakes Drive / Sun City Center 

Plaza 
3. Pebble Beach Boulevard 
4. El Rancho Drive
At the four State Road 674 crossings, golf 

carts are permitted to go straight across. Golf 
carts are not, under any circumstances, permit-
ted to make a right or left turn onto Sun City 
Center Blvd. (SR 674). 

WHERE TO CROSS
U.S. Hwy 301

In Sun City Center, the crossing of U.S. 
Hwy 301 is permitted only at one location: 
the path from E Del Webb Blvd. to the red 
light at Cape Stone Drive. 

At this crossing, golf carts are permitted to 
go straight across. Golf carts are not, under 
any circumstances, permitted to make a right 
or left turn on to US Hwy 301. 

TRAFFIC LANES 
Always drive on the right side of a two-

lane highway except when passing. The cen-
ter lane of a three-lane highway is used only 
for turning left. If the road has four or more 
lanes with two-way traffic, drive in the right 
lane except when overtaking and passing, 
when preparing to turn left or when directed 
to do otherwise by an officer, deputy or post-
ed signs. If red reflectors are facing you on 
a lane line, you are on the wrong side of the 
road. Get into the proper lane immediately 
to avoid a head-on collision. If you see red 

Medicare Now
Pays For

Acupuncture For
Low Back Pain

813-331-3940
Schedule

www.SunCityCenterHAW.com
3040 E. College Ave.
Ruskin, FL 33570
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Sun City Center Real Estate Market Report                  

Renee Kozlowski, PA
Associate Broker • Top Producer
269-290-6933 

EXPERIENCE 
MATTERS!

I am not only a Florida broker with over 27 years of real 
estate experience providing full service to the Southshore 
area, but a resident of Sun City Center.  Providing 
personalized service to each of my clients and meeting 
your specific needs is always my goal! 

Over 19 million sold in 2022-2023! 

Over 19 million sold in 2022-2023! 

r e n e e k o z @ g m a i l . c o m  •  r e n e e k o z . c o m

Always be the  
first to know. 
Sign up today to receive HCFL Alerts from Hillsborough 
County for emergency notifications and more. 

Visit  

HCFLGov.net/HCFLAlert

HCFL Alert
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reflectors facing you on pavement edge lines, 
you are going the wrong way on a one-way 
ramp. Pull off the pavement immediately to 
avoid a head-on collision. The streets of Sun 
City Center seldom bear lane markings, and 
it is incumbent upon drivers of golf carts and 
autos to visualize street divisions that provide 
safe widths for passing. Always drive on the 
right side of the street except in those rare 
cases when you might be passing a bicyclist 
or a parked car. A golf cart, being a slow vehi-
cle, must stay in the right lane unless passing 
or turning left. In Sun City Center, golf carts 
are allowed to utilize the entire lane and have 
the same right to the lane as automobiles.

GOLF CART PATHS
There are four (4) main golf cart paths 

within Sun City Center.  These paths were 
created for use by golf carts, and two of 
these paths are restricted for golf cart use 
only, while the one along Sun City Cen-
ter Blvd. and Cypress Creek Drive can be 
utilized by pedestrians and cyclists. These 
paths are 

1. Along the south side of Sun City Center 
Blvd., from Kings Blvd. to U.S. Hwy 301

2. Along the north side of Upper Creek 
Drive, from Sun City Blvd. to Cypress Vil-
lage Blvd.*

3. Along the west side of Cortaro Drive, 
from Upper Creek Drive to the Plaza*

4. Along the east side of Cypress Creek 
Drive, from Upper Creek Drive to 19th Ave. 
NE.

(813) 684-2211 
BrandonEyeAssociates.com

(813) 684-2211 
BrandonEyeAssociates.com

Keep your vision sharp on 
the golf cart path with an 

annual eye exam! 

DO YOU KNOW 
YOUR VISUAL ACUITY?

SUN CITY CENTER  
BRANDON • PLANT CITY
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The multi-use recreational path along the 
east of U.S. Hwy 301 is not  authorized for 
motor vehicle travel; thus golf carts are pro-
hibited.  

*Restricted to golf carts only

SIDEWALKS 
No motor vehicle, golf carts included, may 

be driven onto a sidewalk.  

CHILDREN DRIVERS 
Children are not allowed to drive golf carts 

on our streets, even when accompanied by an 
adult. Even though your grandchildren beg to 
drive your golf cart, give a firm “NO” unless 
they are of driving age and are educated and 
experienced drivers. In a critical situation, the 
adult would not be able to take over the con-
trols quickly enough to avoid an accident.

Under 18 only with a valid leaners permit or 
driver’s license.

PRIVATE ROADWAYS
Motor vehicle travel on non-county main-

tained and private roadways is dictated by the 
owner/operator of those various roadways. 
Refer to those bylaws, policies, rules and 
regulations. Some of the surrounding areas 
with private roadways include Kings Point, 
Valencia Lakes and Valencia del Sol.

SUPREME COURT 
DECISION 

The Florida Supreme Court held De-
cember 20, 1984, that golf carts should be 
included within the dangerous instru-
mentality doctrine previously enunciated 
by the court. The court stated that a golf 
cart, when negligently operated on a golf 
course, has the same ability to cause seri-
ous injury as does any motor vehicle op-
erated on a public highway. It held “that 
the dangerous instrumentality doctrine, 
which imposes liability upon the owner 

Call South Shore Building and Remodeling for professional installation, 
quality service while providing you with personal style; the latest in design 

ideas drawing on the past and present, creating and combining it all to 
make your dreams come true on all your home needs !

With more than 45 years of experience!

Call us 813.642.9040 or Visit our Website 

www.Southshorebuildingremodeling.com

Kitchen Remodeling
Bathroom Remodeling
Tile and Wood Floors
Textured Ceilings and Walls

Window and Door Replacement
Additions
Paint
Siding
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of a dangerous agency when he entrusts 
it to someone who negligently operates it, 
applies to golf carts.” The significance of 
this decision is that it imposes liability on 
the owner, whether the owner or grand-
children or another person with permis-
sion is operating the golf cart. The deci-

sion applies to golf course operation, and 
it also applies with equal or greater force 
to operation of a golf cart on a public or 
private right-of-way.

 OTHER GOLF CART 
PERTINENT TRAFFIC RULES
STOP SIGNS 

At boulevard stops, yield the right of way 
to all other traffic and pedestrians before 
proceeding to cross a street or to turn onto 
a street. Move forward only when the road 
is clear. At a four-way-stop intersection, the 
driver of the first vehicle to stop at the in-
tersection should be the first to proceed. If 
two or more vehicles reach the four-way-stop 
intersection at the same time, the driver of 
the vehicle on the left shall yield the right-of-
way to the vehicle on the right. 

WHERE YOU MUST STOP 
More accidents occur at intersections than 

Providing Real Guidance in 
Real Estate

775 Cortaro Dr. Sun City Center, FL 33573

Chris Spooner

c.spooner@aol.com
813-363-3031813-363-3031

• Your Friendly Neighbor, who has known the value
of the area and has lived here since 2007
• Known for helping families with their real estate
needs since 2011
• I am Dedicated, Honest and Detail-oriented
• Ranked Top 10 Agents of 2021 & 2022
• I always stay up-to-date with real estate
education, with over 300 extra hours of training
since 2011

REALTOR®REALTOR®
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any other place. You should exercise extreme 
caution when approaching any cross street or 
road.  Those entering a roadway from a pri-
vate drive or parking lot right of way must 
yield to all other traffic before proceeding.  

TRAFFIC CONTROL 
SIGNALS 

Traffic signals are placed at intersections 
to keep traffic moving and to avoid accidents. 
Drivers, pedestrians and bicycle riders must 
obey these signals except when an officer or 

deputy is directing traffic. Stop on the stop 
line if your golf cart is nearest the signal. 
Some signals change only when a car is at the 
stop line. If traffic signals are out of order, stop 
as you would for a four-way stop sign. 

The RED light requires a complete stop at 
the marked stop line. If there is no marked 
stop line, stop before entering the crosswalk 
on the near side of the intersection. Wait until 
the signal changes to green before you pro-
ceed. 

The YELLOW light warns that the signal 
is changing from green to red. Stop, if possi-
ble. When the red light appears, it is prohibit-
ed to enter the intersection. Don’t try to beat 
a traffic light with a golf cart, which usually 
has inadequate acceleration and is unable to 
speed out of harm’s way. 

The GREEN light means you may proceed 
if it is safe to do so. Right-of-way is given to 
pedestrians and vehicles that are still within 
the intersection.

Checking out Sun City Center? 

Start Here!

Sun City Center Community Association, Inc.
Florida’s Premier Active Adult Community

813-633-4670 suncitycenter.org
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INVEST IN YOURSELF WITH BETTER HEARING
Voted FAVORITE Hearing Aid Specialist 11 years in a row
Offering the best product
The best price with the best service
State-of-the-art testing, performed by licensed specialist.

SUN CITY CENTER
1649 Sun City Center Plaza, Ste. #103

(813) 990-0335
(Between Chamber and La Beautique Salon)

BRADENTON
4229 14th Street W., Bradenton, FL 34205

(941) 357-2054
(Next Door to Books-A-Million)

BUSINESS HOURS
MON., WED., THUR., FRI. 9 A.M. - 3 P.M.

TUE. CLOSED

armandshearing.com

Do you miss what
friends, family or

doctors are saying?
Do you think people

mumble?
Is the tv

LOUD?

ARE YOU TIRED OF

TO HEAR

We would like to invite you to our FREE educational, Learn event.
You definitely won’t want to miss this opportunity to learn about THE LATEST TECHNOLOGY AND OVER THE 
COUNTER HEARING AIDS, and to have all your questions answered.

72% of those with hearing loss wish their hearing was better so they could enjoy family gatherings.
44% feel isolated because they struggle to hear their family and loved ones.
43% would rather just stay home than attend large gatherings because they feel left out of conversation due to their hearing loss!

ONLINE PRICE
IN-PERSON SERVICE

STARTING AT
$599 PER SET

FREE
HEARING

CHECK-UPS FREE
$40

GIFT CARD
5 YEAR
FACTORY

WARRANTY

FREE
30 DAY
TRIAL

$1800 OFF
TRADE-IN

VALUE

CALL TODAY
for your FREE Hearing Evaluation

813-990-0335

FINANCING AVAILABLE

Mon., Oct. 9th

Through
Fri., Oct. 20th

EXPIRES
10/27/23

EXPIRES
10/27/23

EXPIRES
10/27/23 EXPIRES

10/27/23

EXPIRES
10/27/23

EXPIRES
10/27/23
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A flashing yellow arrow means left turns 
are permitted, but you must first yield to on-
coming traffic and pedestrians and then pro-
ceed with caution. The flashing yellow arrow 
does not replace the solid yellow arrow and 
its meaning. Drivers should always remem-
ber a flashing yellow = turn with caution. 

RIGHT-OF-WAY 
The law gives the right-of-way to no one. 

It only says who must yield (give up) the 
right-of-way. Every individual must do ev-
erything possible to avoid an accident. 

DRIVEWAYS 
Driveways form an intersection with side-

walks. All motorists must yield to bicyclists 
and pedestrians utilizing the sidewalk. 

OPEN INTERSECTIONS 
An open intersection is one without traffic 

control signs or signals. When entered, right-
of-way must be yielded if 

● A vehicle is already in the intersection 
• Entering or crossing a state highway 

from a secondary road
• Entering a paved road from an unpaved 

road 
• Making a left turn and a vehicle is ap-

proaching from the opposite direction. 
When two cars enter an open intersection 

at the same time, the driver on the left must 
yield to the driver on the right.

TURN SIGNALS AND 
EMERGENCY FLASHERS
Hand signals or directional signals must 

be utilized to indicate any turn or lane move-
ment. It is against the law to use directional 
signals to alert drivers behind that they can 
pass. Four-way emergency flashers should 
only be used while your vehicle is legally 
stopped or disabled on the highway or shoul-
der of the highway. Four-way emergency 
flashers should not be used when raining.  

EMERGENCY VEHICLES 
Pedestrians and drivers must yield the 

right-of-way to law-enforcement cars, fire 
engines and other emergency vehicles using 
sirens and/or flashing lights. Pull over to the 
right edge of the roadway right away and stop 
until the emergency vehicle has passed. Do 
not block intersections.

  SPEEDING 
Golf carts are not known for their racing 

qualities. Electric golf carts, with their fixed 
battery and electric motor combination, sel-
dom can reach more than about 18 miles per 
hour. Over smooth and level roadways, prog-
ress at this speed can seem agonizingly slow. 
So a contest develops to boost speed with 
lower gear ratios, altered motor field strength 
and higher horsepower ratings to get the golf 
carts to go faster. 

The results have been the achievement of 
speeds over 25 miles per hour. 

Such speeds are well below the limits set 
for automobile operation. The danger for golf 
cart users is due to the features of golf cart 
design that make it less safe: 

• No restraint system for passengers. No 
seat belts, no metal shell surrounding 
the passenger and little to hold on to 

• High turn angle 
• Lower braking friction 
• Higher center of gravity relative to golf 

cart width.
All of the above put golf cart riders at 

significant risk, especially at brisk speeds. 
At 24 miles per hour, the momentum of 
the human body is four times the force 
experienced at 12 miles per hour. Even at 
6 miles per hour, the cart passenger has 
difficulty staying in the cart in an abrupt 
left turn. A collision at 24 miles per hour 
would be like dropping from a second-sto-
ry window. 

Golf carts going fast are also at the 
mercy of uneven pavements and could be 
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thrown against a parked or passing car. 
Adding to occupant danger at any speed 
is the tendency to leave a leg or foot out-
side of the cart while it is in motion. Many 
serious injuries have been reported from 
unexpectedly catching on the ground or a 
stationary object.

PEDESTRIANS AND 
BICYCLISTS 

It is the driver’s responsibility to do ev-
erything possible to avoid colliding with 
any pedestrians, bicyclist, or other per-
son. At any non-signalized intersection, 
marked mid-block crossing or driveway, 
motorists must yield to pedestrians wish-
ing to cross the street or driveway. At sig-
nalized intersections, before making any 
turn, motorists must yield to pedestrians 
and bicyclists. 

MAKING TURNS 
Turning a corner may seem to be a sim-

ple operation, but many traffic crashes are 
caused by drivers who do not turn correct-
ly. 

There are nine steps in making a good 
turn: 

1. Decide about the turn before the turn-
ing point. Never make “last minute” turns. 

2. Look behind and to both sides to see 
where other vehicles are; if a lane change 
is necessary, change lanes prior to the 
turn.  Utilize the turn signal before chang-
ing lanes.

3. Move into the correct lane near the 
intersection. The correct lane for the right 
turn is the lane next to the right edge of 
the roadway. On a two-lane road with traf-
fic in both directions, an approach for a 
left turn should be made in the part of the 
right half of the roadway nearest the cen-
ter line. 

4. Give a turn signal for at least the last 
100 feet before the turn. Let other drivers 

know your intentions. 
5. Slow down to a safe turning speed. 
6. Look over each shoulder for other ve-

hicles, bicyclists and pedestrians.  Yield to 
those bicyclists and pedestrians. 

7. When turning left, there may be a pe-
destrian or bicyclist crossing. Always look 
before starting your turn. 

8. Make the turn, staying in the proper 
lane. Yield the right-of-way to any vehicle 
coming from the opposite direction. 

9. Finish the turn in the proper lane. A 
right turn should be from the right lane 
into the right lane of the roadway entered. 
A left turn may be completed in any lane 
lawfully available, or safe, for the desired 
direction of travel.

AUTO VS. GOLF CART 
A golf cart is very much like an automo-

bile. It is built something like an automo-
bile, rolls on air-inflated tires and has au-
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tomobile-like parts, such as leaf springs, 
axles, brakes and gear boxes. Newer golf 
carts steer like automobiles, and passen-
gers ride sitting down on cushioned seats. 
They attain good speed and carry useful 
loads. But, as compared with automobiles, 
safety is sacrificed in many ways. The 
ratio of their maximum turning angle to 
their normal speed is much higher, render-
ing them easy to roll over on a sharp turn. 
Their braking systems are limited, due to 
reduced mechanical leverage in the brake 
system and the relatively low pressure of 
treads on the road surface. As to passenger 
protection on a golf cart, there is practi-
cally nothing: no seat belts, no restraining 
sides or doors, no impact-absorption fea-
tures of any kind. Very little separates the 
passengers from the road and other vehi-
cles. Awareness of this difference should 
make the golf cart operator more careful 
as they drive around the streets.

MOVE MANAGEMENT & ESTATE SALESMOVE MANAGEMENT & ESTATE SALES

https://www.facebook.com/
Sunshineseniormovers

Www.SunshineSeniorMovers.com

We live, work, play and raise our family here. 

Your Hometown Estate Sale 
Company  “Helping Seniors 

Through The Transitions of Life”
BRINGING 35+ YEARS OF RETAIL 
MANAGEMENT EXPERIENCE. THE 

EXPERTISE NEEDED TO SELL 
YOUR ITEMS FOR TOP DOLLAR AND 

WE LEAVE THE HOME “BROOM CLEAN”.

 813.924.1601

(In the Home Depot/Bealls Shopping Center, next to Subway) 

www.themailboxstorefl.com

3848 Sun City Center Blvd., #104, Ruskin, FL 33573
(813) 634-6245 phone  |  (813) 634-6221 fax

Authorized Ship Center via:

Offering the following services:

The

• Packaging 

• Copying

• Printing

• Faxing

• Scanning

• Shredding

• Boxes

• Laminating

• Binding

• Notary 

• Passport photos (NEW)

• Computer Rental

• Mailbox Rental

• Key Duplication

• Office Supplies

• Gifts/Cards

• Shipping and Packaging 

Supplies

• Lottery

• Fingerprinting
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TRAFFIC CRASHES: WHAT ARE 
YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES? 

1. STOP. If you are in a crash while driv-
ing, you must stop. If anyone is hurt, you 
must get help. You must also be ready to give 
your name, address and vehicle registration 
number, as well as show your driver license 
to others involved in the crash. 

2. REPORT THE CRASH. If the crash 
causes injury, death or property damage, it 
must be reported. Call the local police, the 
Florida Highway Patrol or the county sher-
iff’s office. If the crash involves a charge of 
driving under the influence (DUI) or results 
in death, injury or property damage to the 
extent a wrecker must tow a vehicle away, 
the officer will fill out a report. If the crash 
is investigated by an officer, you, the driver, 
need not make a written report. The officer 
will provide you with a copy of the form for 
your records. If property damage appears to 
be over $500 and no report is written by an 
officer, you must make a written report of the 
crash to the Department of Highway Safety 
and Motor Vehicles within five days. 

3. MOVE YOUR CAR IF IT IS BLOCK-
ING TRAFFIC. If your car is blocking the 
flow of traffic, you must move it. If you can-
not move it yourself, you must get help or 
call a tow truck. This is true anytime your ve-
hicle is blocking the flow of traffic, whether 
it has been involved in a crash or not.

4. APPEAR IN COURT. If you are 
charged in a driving crash, you may have 
to go to court. The officer who comes to the 
scene of the crash will file charges against 
any driver who violated a traffic law. Anyone 
who is charged will have a chance to explain 
to the court what happened. The court will 
then decide what the penalty will be. Any-
one who is not charged with violating the 
law may have to come to court as a witness. 
A driver convicted of leaving the scene of a 

crash involving death or personal injury will 
have his or her license revoked. The driver is 
also subject to criminal penalties. 

CRASH INVOLVING AN 
UNATTENDED VEHICLE 
If, while driving, you hit a vehicle with no 

one in it or if you damage any object that be-
longs to someone else, you must tell the own-
er. Give the owner your name, address and 
tag number in person or in a note attached 
to the object that was hit. Report the crash 
immediately to the proper law enforcement 
agency. 

ACCIDENT CAUSES 
Out of all the foregoing, the following are 

major contributors to serious accidents:
1. Failure to yield right-of-way
2. Failure to obey traffic control device
3. Making turns without looking and sig-

naling
4. Backing up without waiting and warn-

ing 
5. Entering traffic lanes without stopping 
6. Driving in a manner dangerous to pas-

sengers 
7. Traveling in an improper traffic lane — 

stay to the right 
8. Driving after dark without headlights or 

taillights 
9. Operating an improperly maintained 

cart  
10. Speeding beyond the ability to main-

tain control.
This is based on the crash data obtained 

from the Florida State Patrol and the Hills-
borough County Sheriff’s Office.  

INSURANCE OPTIONS 
Many golf cart owners mistakenly believe 
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their homeowner’s insurance covers them in 
the event of any accidental occurrence with 
their golf cart. NOT TRUE! This coverage is 
only in force for “a golf cart owned by insured 
when using for golfing purposes.” This is an 
insurance quote from a homeowner’s policy.  
“The use of a golf cart for any other purposes 
— shopping, doctor’s appointments, banking 
and such — will require a separate golf cart 
insurance policy for coverage. The absence 
of such coverage exposes drivers to personal 
liability for property damage and bodily inju-
ry to others.” 

Some insurance companies will write at-
tachments to your homeowner’s policy for 
an additional fee, but most will not, which 
will make it necessary to purchase a separate 
policy for this needed protection. This should 
provide coverage for liability, property dam-
age and comprehensive coverage for damage 
to your own golf cart. The approximate cost 
for this protection is minimal.  

The use of golf carts on the new paths (in-
stalled by the county) have given all Greater 
Sun City Center residents extended access 
to additional shopping    areas and medical 
facilities, making it even more necessary to 
have this coverage. Don’t take the chance. 
See an insurance agent and get this coverage. 
It may save you some financial problems or a 
lawsuit in the future. 

TIPS:
DRIVING IS A FULL-TIME JOB

Concentration is one of the most im-
portant elements of safe driving. The driv-
er’s seat is no place for texting, talking on 
the phone, daydreaming, mental napping, 
window shopping, scenic viewing or dis-
tracting conversation. Nor is it a place for 
a person who is ill, worried, angry or in 
grief. Driving is a full-time job. There 
have been too many accidents after which 
the driver (if they survive) says, “I don’t 
know what happened.” (From the Florida 

Driver’s Handbook.)

PASSENGER SAFETY TIPS 
Passengers and drivers should always 

keep their feet inside the golf cart while it 
is in motion. Moreover, passengers should 
have both feet planted firmly on the floor 
while the golf cart is moving. For extra 
stability, a passenger should sit with his 
or her right hip against the right arm of 
the seat. A passenger should be aware of 
traffic conditions. A sharp, unexpected 
turn can throw a rider from the golf cart 
with serious consequences. On turns and 
fast straight-aways, the passenger should 
grasp with his hand the right arm of the 
seat. Most passenger injuries involving a 
golf cart crash are due to the passenger’s 
being ejected from the golf cart.  

BACKING 
In an automobile, signal lights are pro-

vided, which illuminate automatically to 
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For over 60 years we have been privileged to provide news coverage 
for South Hillsborough County residents and businesses. The Observer 

News and M&M Printing Company are locally-owned and family-
operated ... and always have been. We live where we work.

If you’re just putting down roots or have been here for years ... we 
know you’ll enjoy reading and advertising in The Observer News. Call 
us about purchasing an ad, submitting a press release or to arrange 
home delivery*, or if you need a local printer for your personal and 

business needs. It’s one-stop shopping with us!

813-645-3111
www.observernews.net

813-645-4048
www.mmprintinc.com

in South Hillsborough

Together We Grow &
Established in 1968

Printing Company, Inc.
S H E E T F E D  &  W E B  P R I N T I N G210 Woodland 

Estates Ave. SW
 Ruskin, Florida 33570

*Some areas may have restrictions on home delivery.
Please call and speak to Alex for more information.
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show that the car is in reverse gear. Few 
golf carts have this feature, although some 
are equipped with an audible sound sig-
nal that warns that the golf cart has been 
switched to reverse. However, where the 
automobile reverse gear provides a low 
speed, the golf cart is able to proceed at 
its full speed even in reverse. 

IN BACKING UP: 
1. Look first to see that the backing will 

not interfere with traffic flow or endanger 
pedestrians. Special care should be used 
when backing out of busy parking areas. 

2. Switch to Reverse before depressing 
the accelerator pedal. This should turn on 
an audible warning noise in a properly 
equipped and maintained golf cart. 

3. Proceed slowly backward, continuing 
to be watchful,.

4. Move into a position parallel with 
the nearest traffic lane before moving for-
ward. 

BLIND SPOTS
Blind spots are areas near the left and 

right rear corners of your vehicle that you 
cannot see in your rearview mirror. Before 
moving to change lanes on an expressway 
or to pass on any road, turn your head to 
make sure these areas are clear. Required 
signals may be given by hand and arm 
or by signal lamps or devices. Most golf 
carts are not equipped with electric turn 
indicators; hence, drivers must use arm 
signals. When doing so, the arm should 
be fully extended, and the driver should 
check visually to make sure his signal is 
observed. Enclosing a cart in curtains to 
protect against inclement weather does 
not relieve the operator from the respon-
sibility of proper signaling.

AVOIDING REAR-END 
COLLISIONS 

Many crashes happen because one vehi-

cle runs into the back of another one. Here 
are some things to lower the risk of some-
one running into the rear of your vehicle. 

1. Check brake lights often to make sure 
they are clean and working properly, if the 
golf cart is so equipped. 

2. Know what is going on behind you. 
Use your rearview mirror. 

3. Signal well in advance for turns, 
stops and lane changes. 

4. Slow down gradually. Avoid any sud-
den actions. 

5. Drive with the flow of traffic (within 
the speed limit). Driving too slowly can be 
as dangerous as driving too fast. 

6. Adjust speed to traffic conditions on 
streets and in parking lots. 

DRIVING TIPS
AS WE AGE

Most older drivers enjoy the use of their 
golf carts, and they handle them with skill. 
There is no reason they should not con-
tinue to drive as long as they are in good 
health and keep up to date with the Florida 
traffic laws. The passing years, unfortu-
nately, take their toll so gradually that we 
ourselves are not aware of the change. De-
terioration of vision, hearing or reaction 
develops almost unnoticed until we find 
ourselves faced with an emergency that 
we are no longer equipped to handle. The 
result is an accident that the driver could 
easily have averted a few years, or even 
months, earlier. Frequently reported errors 
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made by older drivers include inattention, 
failure to drive in the proper lane and fail-
ure to signal or to observe STOP signs and 
signals.

Get your doctor’s frank advice about 
driving. Florida DHSMV allows for the 
reporting of unsafe drivers who may need 
medical clearance to continue driving. 
Contact the Florida DHSMV for more in-
formation. 

REMEMBER: DRIVING IS 
A PRIVILEGE

The State of Florida considers the oper-
ation of a motor vehicle a privilege — not 
a right — which one must earn by proving 
that they are a responsible and safe driver. 
One must not abuse the privilege or else 
risk losing it. The extension by the state to 
operation of golf carts away from the golf 
course is, likewise, a privilege, and golf cart 
users of Sun City Center are challenged to 
show state legislators that the privilege is 
deserved.

MAINTENANCE AND 
SECURITY 

VEHICLE MAINTENANCE 
Regardless of how educated and experi-

enced the driver, it is not necessarily safe un-
less the golf cart is in good operating condi-
tion. Drivers should regularly check for safe 
operation of brakes, lights (if so equipped), 
steering, turn signals and tires.  Drivers 
should also make sure batteries are charged 
to good operating levels. Any faulty symp-
tom, such as a loose-holding brake, wheel 
wobble or unstable steering, should prompt 
the immediate attention of a mechanic.

UNIQUE KEY IGNITION
It is known that golf cart manufactures 

produce hundreds of thousands of golf carts 
annually. What is not known is these same 
manufactures do not produce a unique key 
for every cart. Some carts’ keys can work 

in others. It is recommended that when pur-
chasing a golf cart, that cart be outfitted 
with a unique key. Most golf cart servicers 
provide this service for older golf carts, as 
well. Do not leave your key in your cart, no 
matter how quick a trip it is inside a store

GOLF CART REGISTRATION
Golf carts are not required to be regis-

tered or licensed. However, it is recom-
mended that all golf cart owners register 
their golf cart with the Sun City Center Se-
curity Patrol.  This is a joint collaboration 
with the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, wherein, deputies can access the regis-
tration to easily locate a golf cart owner. Al-
though incidents of theft are very low, there 
is mistaken golf cart identity.  Look for the 
biannual registration event, or you can go by 
the Sun City Center Security Patrol at 1225 
N. Pebble Beach Blvd., Sun City Center, 
Fla., Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m.
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Your Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office, composed of almost 4,000 law enforcement 
deputies, detention deputies and civilian employees, is one of the largest full service law en-
forcement agencies in the United States. The sheriff’s office is one of the largest community 
resources for people who live, work and play in Hillsborough County.  We are committed to 
serving, defending and protecting the community, while preserving the rights and dignity of all.  
The sheriff’s office is continually reducing the crime rate as well as increasing the total quali-
ty of life in Hillsborough County and does so with ongoing cooperation with citizen support 
groups, neighborhood associations, civic groups and community leaders.  

This South Shore Community Re- source Guide is the perfect example 
of the community collaboration and teamwork required to make our area 
the best place to live.  

Although we continue to decrease the Hillsborough County crime rate, we 
are not immune to crime. Some of the most prevalent crimes occurring in the South Shore 
area are financial and economic scams.  Normally these scammers target the elderly, although 
the perpetrators are not picky and will elicit money from anyone.  These scams include the 
Government Impersonation Scam, Identity Theft, the Romance Scam, Amazon Scam and the 
Grandparent Scam.  

Most of these scams can be prevented with some training, education and due diligence.  
The Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office provides education and awareness through various 
methods, including brochures, seminars and other community outreach to help people avoid 
being victimized.  

Contact Community Resource Deputy Jeffery Merry if you have any concerns (813) 242-
5515.
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Caloosa Golf & Country Club
Private

Freedom Fairways
Semi-Private

Kings Point Executive Golf Course
Private

Scepter Golf Club - Falcon/Ibis 
Course
Private

Scepter Golf Club - Ibis/Osprey 
Course
Private

Scepter Golf Club - Osprey/Falcon 
Course
Private

The Club Renaissance
Public

GOLF COURSES IN SUN CITY CENTER

&
Established in 1968

Printing Company, Inc.
S H E E T F E D  &  W E B  P R I N T I N G

www.mmPrintinc.com • 813-645-4048

Newspapers • Catalogs
Menus • Posters • Newsletters 
Brochures • Books

Enlargements • Banners
Business Forms • NCR Forms
Bulletins • Magazines

Full-Color  • Envelopes • Fliers 
Calendars • Business Cards 

Large Format Copying and 
Printing (blueprints, etc.) 
Much More!

Make your mark on the world through printing!

M&M Printing Company is an expert 
at printing self-published, multi-page 
documents. See your work in print, from 
scrapbooks and memoirs to calendars 
or recipe books.

• Print one copy or hundreds 

• We’re local, no huge shipping charges

• Quick turnaround

• Perfect binding, stapling, coil and more.
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Enjoy the Time of Your Life!

• New, Rebuilt and Custom Golf Carts
• Authorized E-Z Go Dealer
• Accessories
• Service

Family Owned 
and Operated 

Since 1984Sun City Location
120 Pebble Beach Blvd.

Sun City Center, FL 33573
(813) 634-6671

Sun City Center’s oldest and most trusted golf car dealer.
439279-1
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813-633-7843813-633-7843

813-683-5753813-683-5753

1605 Sun City Center Plaza
Sun City Center, FL 33573

4926 Cape Stone Ave.
Wimauma, FL

Authorized Dealer: Yamaha, Star, Evolution 

h t t p s : / / s u n c i t y g o l f c a r t s i n c . c o m /

Yamaha - $1,000 OffYamaha - $1,000 Off 
Any New In Stock Yamaha

Evolution - $12,495  Evolution - $12,495  
for Evolution D5 All Forward 
Facing with Lithium Battery 

Expiration of 10/31/23 for the above offers. 
Not valid wiht any other discount.


